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Abstract:  This study aims is to reveal the portrait of the upperclass society in Jane
Austen’s Pride and Prejudice. This study classifies as qualitative descriptive
because the data collected in the form of words as well as quotation from
the sources. Research finding shows that the upper class life style concist
of having great wealth, having party, and showing their property. Their
life style proved that in Jane Austen’s novel the description of upper class
life style are existed and described clearly.
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INTRODUCTION

The novel Pride and Prejudice articulated the conditions of social life in early 19th-
century England, including social classes. The title was originally "First Impressions"”, as
the appearance of the characters shaped the plot of the novel.
As a literary work, the novel reflects social reality in its social, economic, political,
technological, cultural and religious aspects. According to Wellek and Warren (1977:
94), the reserves of literature about life and life are mostly part of the real world.
Literary works exist because society exists. The existence of a literary work is influenced
by social, economic, political, scientific, technological, cultural, religious, and other

social conditions and phenomena.


mailto:olgarorintulus@unima.ac.id

According to Lawrenson and Swingwood (1972: 13) In literary sociology he has
three types. A literary work as a social document, a literary work as a reflection of the
author's social situation, a literary work as an expression of a historical moment. The
social classes in 19th-century England are influenced by the industrial revolution. As
Perkin (1969) put it, * The industrial revolution was not just a series of changes in
industrial technology and production, but a social revolution with social causes and
profound social consequences." Social structure (McKay, Hill , and Buckler, 1983: 780).
In nineteenth-century England, the social structure consisted of her third major class.
Upper class, middle class, lower class.

This study focused on portraiture of the upper classes. During the Victorian era, this
phenomenon was largely reflected in social interactions, bordering on each other.
According to the Cambridge Online Dictionary: "A social group made up of people of the
highest social standing, usually the wealthy." In Pride and Prejudice, Jane Austen
describes Darcy's family as belonging to the upper classes. At that time, the upper class
had power over society. Most of them are members of the government and direct social
activities. They share similar values of being the wealthiest and smartest community,
but other classes are at the bottom of the list of priorities. As a representative of the
upper classes, Mr. Darcy displays an indifference toward the other classes, showing that
his way of thinking is of a higher quality than the others. He only wants to talk to
people in his class. Mr. Darcy has a lucky fortune and, as you can see from her fortune,
she has a worldly lifestyle. They live on large plots and have companions. Income also
provides information about a person's social status. The higher a person's income, the
higher his social position in society. Income identifies Darcy's social status. Fitzwilliam
Darcy earns £10,000 a year. It explains how wealthy he was compared to other
characters in the novel. It is interesting for researchers to dissect the upper-class

supremacy.

RESEARCH METHOD

This study is classified as a qualitative study because the data collected is in the

form of words. According to Bodgan and Bicklen, “Qualitative research is descriptive,



the data collected are in the form of words or images rather than numbers, and written
research findings include citations from the data to explain and support the
presentation.(2019:28). This study can also be classified as a library study, as the data
are contained in fictional books and other relevant sources. It is a research tool for the
authors themselves to collect and analyze data. In this study, the author collected data
from her two categories of primary and secondary sources. The main source is that of
Jane Austen in pride and prejudice. Secondary sources are books, dictionaries, other
relevant documents such as web browsing. When analyzing the data, the authors used
a sociological approach. Laurenson Diana T and Swingwood Allan said :

A sociological approach is a general understanding of how and why problems
arise, how people are affected by them, and what is needed to address them. In other
words, the sociological approach is to find imaginary meanings in literary works and to
learn about society, social classes, romantic relationships, religion, nature, etc. (13)
Therefore, the sociological approach can be said to be a kind of approach that analyzes
social issues such as social class, romantic relationships, religion and nature. Therefore,
the author analyzes the social class based on the hegemonic group.

FINDINGS AND DISCUSSION

Last Country During the 1960s and early 1970s, the UK economy was one of the
fastest growing in the world. Conditions at the time were unusually favorable in all the
major sectors of agriculture, industry, transportation and foreign trade, leading to
exceptionally wide and rapid increases in output and incomes (Court, 1965:
3). New businessmen and merchants were gradually rising as a class, but they had not
yet won the right votes. Jane Austen created the character of Mr. Gardiner to reflect
this. He is in business and is not considered a gentleman by the social elite, but he
possesses all the refinements and personal qualities. Jane Austen brought this
phenomenon to the surface in Pride and Prejudice by portraying an economic
environment dominated by agricultural occupations. She wants to smear the British
economy before the industrial boom of the 19th century. She assigns her profession to

the characters in this novel. For example, Mr. Bennett represents the farmers who plow



their fields. During this time, everything is evaluated by material. The notion of
materialism can also be seen in the fact that Mrs. Bennet has strong opinions on the
issue because of her life situation. This means that when Mr. Bennett dies, her
daughters should take care of themselves and her daughters. nothing will be left.
Because all her property belongs to Mr. Collins. Mrs. Bennet wants her daughters to get
married. Because if she doesn't get married, she won't have a place to live. Her deep
concern about getting her daughters married is expressed in her next words. 4, 5
thousand per year. How wonderful it is for our daughters!" (PAP, 1813:2) Most women
in England married in the 19th century. After marriage, the wife mainly stays at home
to do household chores and take care of the family. In this novel, after Charlotte Lucas
became the wife of Williams Collins, she mostly stayed at home doing household
chores. (PAP, 1813:186) In the traditional British class system, wealth is inherited
through inheritance of family property. An inheritance given for a position that is more
than the money earned at work. The family estate was usually inherited by the eldest
son, and in some cases the daughter's income was lower. In the novel, Mr. Bennett
cannot pass his fortune to his daughters, but to his male cousin, Mr. William Collins.
There is a difference in income between the middle class and the upper class. The
income of the middle class is much lower compared to that of the upper class. In Pride
and Prejudice, Mr. Bennett's family comes from a middle-class background, while Mr.
Darcy and Mr. Bingley's families come from an upper-class background. Ms. Bennett
earns her income through the use of her family's property. "Mr. Bennett's fortune,
which consisted almost entirely of $2,000 a year fortune, was unfortunately made
worse for his daughters by the lack of distant male heirs. I did..." (Austin, 2012, p. 466)
Meanwhile, Mr. Bingley and Mr. Darcy derive their income from the estate and the
family business, "of which he earns $10,000 a year." Because it turned out that he was
proud of his comrades and not satisfied. And all his vast estates in Derbyshire could not
save him from the most forbidden fate”. (Austin, 2012, p. 450). By focusing on the
social dimension, Jane Austen attempts to explain the social conditions of society at the
time, concluding that social class is not permanent. Subject to change depending on

circumstances



CONCLUSION

The upper class, in particular, enjoyed the excessive diet of aristocrats in the
nineteenth century, and married women from this class also enjoyed an increase in
leisure time. was typical to evaluate everything materially, including wealth and money.
Three It different social classes were evident in terms of status, wealth, and power.
Power is the capacity to persuade people to act, think, or value in a particular way. The
value of everything a person or family owns is referred to as wealth. Status refers to a
person's place in society. The social element, particularly social stratification and social
relations, is the main theme of the book. Jane Austen demonstrates that the Darcy
family is from the upper class in Pride and Prejudice. Their snobbish lifestyle is evident
from their estate.

REFERENCES

Abrams, M.H. and Harpham, G.G. (2001). A Glossary Of Literary Terms 107" Ed. New
York.

Anderson, M. L. and Taylor, H. F. (2009). Sociology: The Essentials. Belmont, CA:
Thomson Wadsworth.

Austen, Jane. (2005). Pride and Prejudice. Jakarta: PT. Gramedia Pustaka Utama.

Back, Robert N. (1967). Perspective in Social Philosophy. New York: Holy, Renechart &
Winston, Inc.
Bogdan and Biklen S. (1982). Qualitative Research for Education: An Introduction
toTheory and Methods. (https://www.britannica.com/topic/patrimonialism)
Brockett, Oscar G. (1974). The Theatre An Introduction. New York: Holt, Rinehart and
Winston, Inc.

Back, Robert N. 1967. Perspective in Social Philosophy. New York: Holy, Renechart &
Winston, Inc.

Carter, Roland and John McRae. (1997). The Routledge History of Literature in English:
Britain and Ireland. London: Routledge.

Court, W. H. B. (1965). British Economic History, 1700-1870. London: The Syindics of
The Cambridge University Press.

Fernandes, L. (2020). Hegemony and inequality: Theoretical reflections on India's'
new'middle class. In Elite and Everyman (pp. 58-82). Routledge India.

Fricke, Christel. (2014). "The challenges of pride and prejudice: Adam Smith and Jane
Austen on moral education."” Revue internationale de philosophie 3: 343-372.

Griffith, K. (2011). Writing Essays about Literature. Washington : Hartcourt Brace
Javanovich Publisher.

Kerbo, Harold. R. (2006). Social Stratification and Inequality: Class Confiict in Historical,
Comparative, and Global Perspective. Boston: McGraw Hill.

Ki, Magdalen. (2019) "Kin Altruism, Spite, And Forgiveness in Pride and
Prejudice." Philosophy and Literature 43.1 : 210-228

Laurenson, Diana and Alan Swingewood. (1972). The Sociology of Literature. London

599


https://www.britannica.com/topic/patrimonialism

Makalew, G. A., Rorintulus, O., & Kamagi, S. (2022). The Shopaholic Lifestyle In Sophie
Kinsella The Secret Dreamworld Of A Shopaholic. JoTELL: Journal of Teaching
English, Linguistics, and Literature, 1(2), 221-243.

Paladia. McNeese, Tim. (2013). History of Civilization - The Industrial Revolution. USA:
Milliken Publishing Company.

Robert P. (1768). The New Encyclopedia Britanica Volume 2a. Chicago. Imamasari,

Onthoni, U., Rorintulus, O., & Lolowang, I. (2022). ANXIETY IN JOHN GREEN’S THE
FAULT IN OUR STARS. JoTELL: Journal of Teaching English, Linguistics, and
Literature, 1(3), 316-330.

Runtukahu, P. W., Rorintulus, O. A., & Sabudu, D. (2022). SELF-CONTROL IN JODI
PICOULT SMALL GREAT THINGS. Jo7ELL: Journal of Teaching English,
Linguistics, and Literature, 1(10), 1180-1195.

Runtukahu, E. S., Maru, M. G., & Rorintulus, O. (2022). TEACHER’S ADAPTATION IN
USING ENGLISH TEXTBOOK IN THE SENIOR HIGH SCHOOL DURING THE
COVID-19 PANDEMIC. JELLT (Journal of English Language and Literature
Teaching), A2).

Rorintulus, O. (2018). Pendidikan Domestik dan Konstruksi Peran Perempuan Indian
Amerika Inferior dalam The School Days of an Indian Girl dan The Wide Spread
Enigma of Blue Star Woman Karya Zitkala-Sa. Mozaik Humaniora, 182), 225-
234.

Rorintulus, O. (2020, October). Indigenous Australian Women’s Life Writing: Their
Voices to Be Heard. In Journal of International Conference Proceedings
(JICP) (Vol. 3, No. 2, pp. 131-139).

Rorintulus, O. A. (2018). Gender Equality And Women’s Power In American Indian
Traditional Culture In Zitkala-Sa's Short Stories. Humanus: Jurnal Ilmiah Iimu-
iimu Humaniora, 12), 138-149.

Talumepa, Z., Rorintulus, O., & Lolowang, I. (2022). The Bravery In Nicola Yoon's
Everything, Everything. JOTELL: Journal of Teaching English, Linguistics, and
Literature, 1(7), 865-878.

Tungka, J. K., Rorintulus, O., & Andries, F. A. (2022). SACRIFICE AS DESCRIBED IN
OSCAR WILD'S THE NIGHTINGALE AND THE ROSE. JoTELL: Journal of Teaching
English, Linguistics, and Literature, 1(2), 305-315.

Wagey, G. F., Rorintulus, O., & Maukar, M. (2021). COURAGE AS SEEN IN WINSTON
GROOM'’S FORREST GROOM. KOMPETENSI, 1(11), 911-923.

Walanda, K., Rorintulus, O., & Olii, S. (2023). THE STRUGGLE TO ACHIEVE A DREAM IN
JAMES R. DOTY’S INTO THE MAGIC SHOP. JoTELL: Journal of Teaching English,
Linguistics, and Literature, X2), 140-154.



