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Abstract:  This research aims to find out a comparative score between multiple choice 

and cloze-test toward student’s reading comprehension achievement at SMK 

Negeri 1 Tombulu. This research used quantitative research with the type of 
comparative research that used the test method. The subject in this research 
were the first-grade students of SMK Negeri 1 Tombulu. The data collection 

technique used two types of tests, first is multiple-choice objective consist of 
20 number and second is cloze-test consist of 20 number. The writer used the 
IBM SPSS Statistics Program and the Independent Sample T-Test formula to 

analyse the data. The results showed that the average score of students' 
reading on the multiple choice test was 81.40 while the average score on the 

cloze-test was 58.00. This value indicates that the multiple choice obtains 
higher results than the cloze test. It is proved that the significance value of 
sig. (2-tailed) is <0.001 or has a value of 0.000. That is, sig. value (2-tailed) 

< 0.05. According to the independent sample t-test, it can be concluded that 
H0 is rejected and Ha is accepted. This means that the multiple choice test is 

better to assess students' reading comprehension achievement in first-grade 
students of SMK Negeri 1 Tombulu. 
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INTRODUCTION  

Language is an element that cannot be separated from human life. Humans 

need language as the main tool to be able to communicate with other people. 

Therefore, humans learn language from childhood as an identity as well as a tool to 

build social relationships with others. Dewi Manalu stated that language is a system 

of rules. Grammar can be used to detect rule realization (Manalu, 2019). 
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English is an international language widely used in various field such as 

education, research, business, economy, sport and any other. For people who 

mastery English in text form, as well as speak English fluently, make it easier for 

someone to communicate with other people abroad, add insight, and also have a 

great opportunity to enter various aspects of international life. Therefore, English is 

an important object especially for students to learn English and master it. English is 

one of the subjects in the education curriculum that is taught to learners in 

Indonesia during early childhood education to college-level learners.  

In order to acquire a language, including English, students must master four 

key skills. For effective communication, four language skills listening, speaking, 

reading, and writing must be mastered. Listening is the ability to hear the sound 

that people say. To practice language listening skills, listen carefully word for word 

spoken by other people, in this case native English speakers, then get information 

on how to pronounce words in English. Furthermore, the information obtained is 

used to imitate the way of speaking of native speakers to improve word 

pronunciation and improve English speaking skills. Reading is an action taken to 

obtain information from written texts. And writing is the act of collecting data by 

writing information obtained from listening and reading activities. A person's ability 

to communicate depends on their ability to master the four language skills. 

Reading is an activity to obtain various information or news that occurs around 

the world. In the context of the life of English learners, reading can also be useful 

to increase English vocabulary. In addition, reading is also beneficial for the mental 

because through reading, humans get entertainment and motivation from words 

written in books or other media. 

Tangiduk, Samola, and Rorimpandey in their research stated that 

understanding interrelated words, phrases, and texts is the process of reading 

comprehension. Readers frequently employ prior information, vocabulary, 

grammatical skills, and knowledge surrounding the text being read in order to fully 

understand its contents and intended purpose (Tangiduk et al., 2021). According to 

Snow and Duffy, reading comprehension is a fundamental component of reading 

because without reading comprehension it is not possible (Settiawan, 2013). 
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Monitoring of the writer toward students at SMK Negeri 1 Tombulu reveals that, the 

ability of students to grasp the intent of the reading material or the message the 

author strives to convey to the reader throughout the written work, the majority of 

students in school frequently struggle with the teaching and learning process in the 

classroom, particularly when trying to understand the main idea and the content of 

the reading text. Students still don't have a lot of vocabulary in English. Each 

student has a different level of understanding the reading text. Therefore, a test is 

needed to determine the variance in each student's proficiency in reading 

comprehension.  

Through conduct a test, teacher can find out the obstacle faced by each 

student and depending on the test's outcomes, the teacher can arrange and 

updated lesson as well as determine the activities in the classroom to suit the 

requirements of students to advance students understanding of the material being 

taught. Therefore, teachers need to provide various kind of test such as multiple 

choice, cloze-test, essay, short answer, true-false, matching, etc. 

According to interviews with English teacher at SMK Negeri 1 Tombulu, the 

issue in this study might be expressed as, Due to a lack of vocabulary ability, 

students at SMK Negeri 1 Tombulu get stuck to understand the contents and main 

point of the reading text in multiple-choice questions and they often fooled by 

distractors. Likewise with questions that are in the cloze-test format, students 

cannot fill in the blanks because they couldn't find the correct word due to lack of 

vocabulary mastery. That is the reason why the writer conducted this research to 

determine whether the results of the students' test utilizing multiple choice and 

cloze-test produce different scores. 

 

Multiple Choice 

Several experts have expressed their opinion about multiple choice. Ajideh and 

Mozaffarzadeh cites Alderson (2000) stated that the popularity of the multiple-

choice test comes at the expense of validity and it would be ignorant to suppose 

that because a method is popular that it is valid. Kobayashi (2002) argue that 

despite these tests popularity as tests formats to evaluate reading comprehension in 
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a second or foreign language, they have an important drawback in that participants 

are able to predict the right answer while not thoroughly comprehending the 

reading passage, and thus test validity is questionable. (Ajideh & Mozaffarzadeh, 

2012). According to Kastner & Stangla, Test takers must choose the correct 

response from a list of potential solutions for multiple choice questions that have a 

stem. Exams using multiple choices come in several forms. The most popular 

multiple-choice test employs questions with several options; one of these options is 

accurate, and the remaining options known as distractors are erroneous 

alternatives.(Kastner, 2011) 

 

Cloze-Test 

Ajideh & Mozaffarzadeh (2012) stated that a typical cloze-test consists of a 

text with a standard-length blank in place of a particular word that has been erased, 

which students must complete by inserting the proper words or their equivalents. 

To give the examinee some background, the first and last words were left alone. 

(Ajideh & Mozaffarzadeh, 2012). Mostow & Jang stated their opinion that the 

capacity to determine which word is identical with the context surrounding it is 

known as the Cloze-Test. As a result, it uses comprehension mechanisms to assess 

many sorts of consistency, including syntactic, semantic, and inter-sentential 

consistency. (Mostow & Jang, 2012) 

 

RESEARCH METHOD  

This study is a type of quantitative research. The written test approach was 

used to obtain the data. The types of instruments used are two different types of 

tests to measure students' reading comprehension achievement. This study's data 

analysis was a kind of comparative analysis, where the study's findings revealed the 

differences in students' reading comprehension achievement between multiple-

choice test and cloze-test. The independent sample t-test, which was also manually 

generated using the procedure, was utilized in this study by the writer with the use 

of SPSS.  
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The research subjects were first grade students of SMK Negeri 1 Tombulu for 

the academic year 2022/2023, which is consist of 25 students. In this study, 20 

multiple-choice and cloze-test question served as the research instruments. To 

assess each student's score, the multiple-choice test and cloze-test were assessed 

separately to examine the variations in the scores achieved. 

 

 
FINDINGS AND DISCUSSION 
 
Normality Test  

Table 1. Tests of Normality 

 

Kolmogorov-Smirnova Shapiro-Wilk 

Statistic df Sig. Statistic df Sig. 

Multiple 

Choice 

.162 25 .089 .931 25 .093 

Cloze-

Test 

.238 25 <,001 .921 25 .054 

 

a. Lilliefors Significance Correction 

Based on the research hypothesis, the data was declared normally distributed 

with the followed conditions: 

Ho: The research data were normally distributed when the significance value was > 

0.05. 

Ha: The research data were not normally distributed when the significance value 

was < 0.05. 

The significant values of the multiple-choice test (0.093 > 0.05) and the cloze 

test (0.054 > 0.05) indicate from the above table that the data was normally 
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distributed. Therefore, it may be said that the two aforementioned data groupings 

were normally distributed. 

Test of Homogeneity of Variance 

Table 2. Tests of Homogeneity of Variances 

 Levene Statistic df1 df2 Sig. 

Score Based on Mean .368 1 48 .547 

Based on Median .710 1 48 .404 

Based on Median 

and with adjusted 

df 

.710 1   47.578 .404 

Based on 

trimmed mean 

.441 1 48 .510 

 

Looking at the research hypothesis, the data was declared homogeneous with 

the followed conditions: 

Ho: The research data are homogeneous when the significance value > 0.05. 

Ha: The research data are not homogeneous when the significance value < 0.05. 

Therefore, it may be inferred from Table 2. that the significant value is 0.547. 

Because 0.547 is greater than 0.05, it may be concluded that the data is 

homogeneous. 

Independent Sample T-Test 

Table 3. Independent Samples Test  

 

Levene's 

Test for 

Equality of 

Variances t-test for Equality of Means 
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F Sig. t df 

Significance 

Mean 

Difference 

Std. 

Error 

Difference 

95% Confidence 

Interval of the Difference 

One-

Sided 

p 

Two-

Sided 

p Lower Upper 

Reading 

Score 

Equal 

variances 

assumed 

.368 .547 9.328 48 <,001 <,001 23.40000 2.50865 18.35602 28.44398 

Equal 

variances 

not 

assumed 

  

9.328 46.509 <,001 <,001 23.40000 2.50865 18.35184 28.44816 

 

The research hypothesis of Independent Sample T-Test is as follow:  

Ho:  Comparing the multiple-choice test and the cloze test, there is no difference 

on the student's reading comprehension achievement if p > 0,05. 

Ha:  Comparing the multiple-choice test and the cloze test, there is difference on 

the student's reading comprehension achievement if p < 0,05. 

In order to answer the hypothesis, by looking at the Sig (2-tailed) result or p. 

In the study's findings can be seen through Table 3. the SPSS output indicated the 

p. value or Sig (2 tailed) of the comparison between the multiple-choice and cloze-

test is < 0.001. The basis for decision making is based on the research hypothesis 

above states that the alternative hypothesis is accepted, whereas the null 

hypothesis is rejected. because of the p value. or Sig.(2-tailed) 0.001 is less than 

0.05. Based on the study's findings, it can be stated that multiple choice and cloze 

tests have different results for first graders at SMK Negeri 1 Tombulu's reading 

comprehension. 

Following the completion of the research, the findings revealed discrepancies 

between the multiple choice and cloze test scores for students' reading 

comprehension. The minimum and maximum scores students received on each sort 

of test are the first thing that can be recognized. The multiple-choice test has a 
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minimum and maximum score range of 60 and 95, respectively. The Cloze-test has 

a minimum and maximum score range of 40 and 70, respectively. 

The results showed that multiple choice and cloze-test differed significantly 

from one another. In addition to the minimum and maximum scores for each test, 

the difference is also evident in each test's mean score. The outcomes revealed that 

the mean reading score for students on the multiple-choice test was 81.40 while the 

mean score on the cloze-test was 58.00. It shows that the use of multiple-choice 

questions is better than cloze-test when evaluating students reading 

comprehension. 

Conclusion 

This study found that there was a substantial difference in students' reading 

comprehension scores on the multiple-choice test versus the cloze test for their 

reading comprehension assessments. And based on the findings, the data indicated 

that when evaluating first graders at SMK Negeri 1 Tombulu's reading 

comprehension proficiency, the multiple-choice test performs better than the cloze 

test.  
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