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Abstract:   Thel purposel of this study was to deltelrminel whelthelr or not comic storiels can 

hellp studelnts’ vocabulariels. Thirty studelnts from class 11 IPS 1 at SMA Nelgelri 
1 Tondano selrveld as thel study’s subjelcts. Prel-elxpelrimelntal, quantitativel 
relselarch using prel-telst and post-telst delsigns welrel useld in this typel of study. 
Using 20 itelms multiplel choicel and elssay telst, with 10 multiplel choicel 
quelstions and 10 elssay quelstions all of thelm, data from thel prel-telst and post-
telst was gathelreld. According to thel study’s findings, thelrel was a significant 
progrelss beltweleln thel prel-telst and post-telst. On thel prel-telst, studelnts may 
achielvel scorels as high as 60, and on thel post-telst, studelnts may achielvel as 
high as 90. Thel conclusion is that using Comic storiels to telach vocabulary to 
studelnts is an elffelctivel approach. At SMA Nelgelri 1 Tondano, Elnglish telachelrs 
arel elncourageld to usel Comic Storiels to providel studelnts at SMA Nelgelri 1 
Tondano elnhancel thelir vocabulary. 
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INTRODUCTION  
 

Lelarning and improving vocabulary mastelry is ce lrtainly not an e lasy thing, 

e lspelcially for studelnts. If this lelarning is only giveln carelle lssly, it will not affelct the l 

stude lnts' ability to maste lr vocabulary, which ultimate lly hinde lrs the lm from le larning 

the l languagel more l de le lply. The lrelfore l, the l sellelction of the l right me ldia and 

te lchniquels is velry important to he llp stude lnts lelarn. Baseld on obse lrvations madel by 

re lselarchelrs on class XI stude lnts at SMA Nelge lri 1 Tondano, thelre l arel many 

stude lnts who havel we laknelssels in unde lrstanding Elnglish, elspe lcially relgarding 

vocabulary. This is e lvide lnceld by the l valuel of e lach stude lnt in Elnglish subjects which 

is still low. This happened because some students admitted that they were not 

interested in the learning process that took place in the classroom. Therefore, 

researchers are trying to find learning media that can attract the attention of 

mailto:elisabethoroh@unima.ac.id


 

 
1356 

students to be more focused when learning languages, especially English which 

includes explaining with vocabulary. One of the media that researchers believe can 

help students improve their mastery of English vocabulary is through the use of 

comics. 

According to Nana Sudjana& Ahmad Rivai (2002: 64) defines comics as a form 

of cartoon that reveals characters and plays a story in a sequence that is closely 

related to images and is designed to provide entertainment to its readers. The 

reason the researcher chose comics as a learning medium to be applied in the 

research is because comics are one of the most popular reading materials for young 

people today, including students. The collection of stories presented with 

interesting pictures is able to make students interested in continuing to follow the 

available storylines. Researchers will use English comics with interesting plots, so 

that students are interested in reading while the researcher asks students to focus 

on the vocabulary used, and look for the meaning of each word that cannot be 

understood. 

 

Vocabulary 

According to Adiwinarta "In Husen, 1994: 7" All words contained in a 

language. Words controlled by a person or words used by a group of people in the 

same environment. An alphabetical list of words and phrases of a language with 

boundaries and descriptions. According to Dowdowski "1982:1454" Vocabulary is 

the whole word contained in a language. Vocabulary is all available words, both 

active vocabulary used by readers and writers and passive vocabulary used by 

readers and listeners (Liando et al., 2022); (Lengkoan & Hampp, 2022); (Kumayas 

& Lengkoan, 2023). Based on some of these opinions, it can be concluded that 

vocabulary is all the words contained in a language. In addition, vocabulary is all 

the words owned by someone that contains all the information about the meaning 

and use of words in language. 

Comic Stories 

Comics storie ls is a meldium that can provide l a mode ll to improve l and de lve llop 

a child's pelrsonality. Comics arel also a me lans of communication, a melans of 

conve lying storiels, me lssagels, and scielntific things likel othe lr ge lnre ls of childreln's 
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lite lraturel. Comic Storiels is thel pre lselntation of storiels with a selrie ls of funny 

picture ls. And always managel s to captivate l the l audie lncel. Comics is to provide l 

simplel storie ls, e lasy to catch, and unde lrstand. Comics are l usually velry popular with 

childre ln and adults. 

RESEARCH METHOD 

This type l of relse larch was quantitativel with Pre l-e lxpelrime lntal delsign with pre l-

te lst and post-te lst de lsign. The l subjelcts in stude lnts this study welre l 30 studelnts 

from Class 11 IPS 1 at SMA Nelge lri 1 Tondano. 20 ite lms of ,ultiple l choice l and elssay 

te lst had be leln useld to colle lct data from the l pre l-te lst and post-te lst; the lre l we lre l 10 

multiple l choice l que lstions and 10 elssays. 

 
Data Analysis  

Data analysis telchniquels are l carrie ld out useld quantitative l data, name lly by 

analyzing quantitativel data obtaine ld from stude lnt workshe lelts. Me lthods useld in 

quantitativel approache ls. Data analysis telchnique ls useld two te lsts, namelly Normality 

Te lst and Paireld t-Te lst Samplel. 

 

FINDINGS AND DISCUSSION 

Stude lnts conduct a pre l-te lst be lfore l ge ltting tre latmelnt. Afte lr ge ltting tre latme lnt 

utilizing Comic Storie ls, stude lnts conducte ld a post-te lst. 30 stude lnts relpre lse lnt the l 

samplel for this study. Multiple l choice l and e lssay telst with 20 numbe lrs was useld to 

gathe lr thel re lsults from pre l-te lst and post-te lst. 10 multiplel choice l que lstions and 10 

e lssays quelstions. Finally, this data showe ld up in the l table l be llow: 

 

Table 1. The score of students in pre-test (T1) and post-test (T2) 

NO 

 

Numbelr of Stude lnts 

 

Score l  Score l  

Pre l-te lst 
(T1)  

Post-te lst 
(T2)  

1  Ange ll Tumuju 58 89 

2  Gelrin Watulingas 59 80 

3  Kelzia Susanto 54 82 

4  Jhosua Sualang 48 75 

5  Kingly Kambely 60 90 

6  Arshelland Mamanua 48 75 
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7  Lelonor Kambe ly 40 78 

8  Fe lbiola Watael 53 83 

9  Luis Polii 56 85 

10  RovlanSagai 54 79 

11  Elrik  Kolondam 59 84 

12  Syalomitha Posumah 50 86 

13  Fabriano Rely 52 82 

14  Gelraldy Agow 60 90 

15  Kayla Pombailel  46 81 

16  Ramdhani's Relve llation  49 79 

17  Christifa Karundelng  53 84 

18  Kareln Kumontoy  57 90 

19  Moh. Alvian  54 88 

20  Muh. Re lza  48 80 

21  Nabila Salelh  55 78 

22  Re livana Pontoh  59 90 

23  Re lvalina Relgar  60 82 

24  Rome lzia Runtukahu  58 80 

25  Inte lrce lssion of Arsy  50 81 

26  Ursya Jahidji  58 84 

27  Nurhayati Ngahu  49 83 

28  Syalomita Mamahit  57 86 

29  Rangga Lumantouw  54 80 

30  Nathania Selngkely  48 76 

 

Table 2. Pre-test Normality Test (T1) and Post-test (T2) Results 

Data 

Tests of Normality 

 

 

Statistics  

Kolmogorov-

Smirnova 

Df  

 

Sig.  

Shapiro-Wilk 

 

Sig.  Statistics  Df  

PREliTEliST   .120  30  .200* .931  30  .052  

POSTEliST   .092  30  .200* .950  30  .168  

*. This is a lowelir bouind of theli truieli 

significanceli. a. Lillielifors Significanceli 

Correliction  

 

Baseld on normal distribute ld data de lcision making wheln:  

1. If the l significancel value l >0.05, theln the l re lselarch data was distribute ld normally 
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2. If the l significancel valuel <0.05 the ln the l re lselarch data was not normally 

distribute ld. 

 

Baseld on the l pre l-te lst and post-te lst table ls above l, it can be l conclude ld that the l 

data was distribute ld normally duel to  the l  pre l-te lst  significance l valuel of 0.052 

whe lrel it has be le ln >0.05 and the l post-te lst signification valuel is 0.168. whe lirel it has 

be le ln >0.05 and both data abovel are l distribute ld normally. 

 

Table 3.  Paired Samples Statistics 

Paired Samples Statistics 

  
Melian N 

 
Std. Deliviation Std. E lirror Melian 

Pair 1 PREliTEliST 53.5333 
 

30 5.04964 .92193 

 
POSTEliST 82.6667 

 
30 4.49009 .81977 

 

Baseld on the l guide lline ls for the l paire ld samplel T-Te lst, name lly:  

1. If the l significancel value l (2-taileld) <0.05 theln thelre l was a significant diffelre lnce l 

in productivity be ltwe le ln be lfore l the l tre latme lnt and aftelr the l training.  

2. If the l significancel valuel (2-taileld) >0.05 the ln thelre l was not significant 

diffelre lnce l in productivity be ltwe le ln be lfore l the l tre latme lnt and aftelr the l training.  

So baseld on the l inte lrpre ltation of SPSS output re lsults in the l table l abovel can 

be l conclude ld:  

SPSS output analysis: Obtaineld an avelrage l valuel (Me lan) afte lr tre latme lnt was 

gre late lr than be lfore l tre latmelnt. The l initial re lsult be lfore l the l tre latme lnt was 53.5333 

and afte lr tre latme lnt was 82.6667. So that afte lr the l tre latme lnt was prove ln to 

improve l stude lnts' re lading compre lhe lnsion. 

Table 4.  Paired Samples Correlations 

Paired Samples Correlations 

  
N 

 
Correlilation Sig. 

Pair 1 PREliTEliST & POSTEliST 
 

30 .612 .000 
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The l analysis of SPSS’s output can be l de lrive ld from the l table l above l, which state ls 

as follows: Obtaineld a significancel valuel of 0.000, thel valuel was smallelr than 0.05 

the ln the l conclusion was that both data havel a corre llation or significant re llationship. 

 

Baseld on the l histogram on the l pre l-te lst or te lst carrield out be lfore l be ling giveln 

tre latme lnt, the l lowe lst score l obtaine ld by 1 stude lnts was 40 score l and the l highelst 

score l was 60 scorel by 6 stude lnts, with me lan of 53.53. 

 

Histogram Pre-test  (T1) 

Baseld on the l post-te lst histogram be llow, it can be l se le ln that the lre l is a changel 

be ltwe le ln thel score ls be lforel and aftelr the l tre latmelnt. The l lowe lst score l achielveld by 

stude lnts in the l post-te lst was a score l of 75 obtaine ld by 2 stude lnts. While l the l 

highelst score l was 90 which was achielveld by 4 stude lnts, with me lan 82.67. 

Histogram Post-Test (T2) 
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This relselarch focuseld on the l usel of comics storiels to improvel stude lnts 

vocabulary in class 11 SMA Nelge lri 1 Tondano.  This re lselarch focusels on 1 class, 

namelly class 11 IPS 1 and has beleln conducte ld re lselarch in thel elve ln selme lste lr of 

the l 2021/2022 school ye lar. This study was conducte ld with two e lvelnts, namelly 

useld pre l-te lst and post-te lst. The l first stelp that write lr do was to provide l a prel-te lst 

as a prelliminary telst to me lasure l stude lnts' abilitiels. Furthe lrmore l, re lselarchelrs 

conduct the l te laching and le larning proce lss with de lscriptive l te lxt mate lrial. Thel ne lxt 

ste lp was for thel write lr to give ln a prel-te lst as a final telst to se le l if the lrel was any 

influelncel of the l le larning meldia useld so as to make l studelnt le larning outcome ls 

increlaseld. 

Baseld on the l re lsults of re lselarch obtaine ld showe ld that post-te lst (T2) re lsults 

arel highe lr than pre l-te lst re lsults (T1). In thel pre l-te lst score l, the l highelst score l 

achielveld by stude lnts was a scorel of 60. Whilel the l highe lst valuel in the l post-te lst 

(T2) is a valuel of 90. Baseld on the l re lsults of the l pre l-te lst showe ld that stude lnts' 

comics storie ls was still low compare ld to post-te lst re lsults aftelr tre latme lnt useld 

comics storie ls. 

From the l re lsults of thel data analysis thelre l was a significant achielve lmelnt 

whe lrel the l score l in the l post-te lst was highe lr than the l score l in the l pre l-te lst be lifore l 

be ling give ln tre latme lnt. Baseld on the l above l e lxplanation, the l write lr assumels that 

comics storie ls can be l an intelre lsting tool to useld as an alte lrnativel way of improving 

undelrstanding of the l stude lnts comics storie ls. It can be l conclude ld that the l useld of   

comics storie ls to improvel stude lnts vocabulary. 

 

CONCLUSION 

 Baseld on data from re lselarch conducte ld at SMA Nelge lri 1 Tondano, it can be l 

conclude ld that the l use ld of comics storie ls can improve ld stude lnts' vocabulary. The l 

score l of post-te lst re lsults is highe lr than the l score l at the l time l of pre l-te lst. On the l 

pre l-te lst, stude lnts may achielvel score ls as high as 60, and on the l post-te lst, stude lnts 

may achielvel as high as 90. The l re lsults of the l pre l-te lst and post-te lst normality te lst 

re lsults obtaineld in pre lte lst re lsults of 0,052 and post-te lst of 0,168, both data we lre l 

normally distributeld be lcausel it was >0,05. Whilel in thel paire ld samplel te lst thel 

productivity be ltwe le ln be lfore l and afte lr tre latmelnt was significant be lcausel the l 
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significancel valuel (2-tailelid) was 0,000, the l valuel was smallelr than 0,05. On the l 

paireld sample l te lst data can be l de lclare ld significant if the l te lst re lsult <0,05. From 

the l ove lrall re lsults obtaineld, it can be l conclude ld that the l use l of comics storie ls arel 

velry influelntial be lcause l it can improve l stude lnts’ vocabulary. 
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