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Abstract

Comprehension and considerations of parents that needed before put the children into preschool.
Nowadays, many parents want to put their children into early childhood education, like Preschool. All of the partial
of early childhood education, like teacher, preschool (institute or school), and especially parents are expect their
children to get a good achievement or good progress in learning education. Preschool is an early childhood
program in which children combine learning with play in a program run by professionally trained adults. This
research aimed to help the teacher, parents and preschool to understand their role and contribution to gain the
successful and effectiveness of learning process in early childhood education. Especially to help parents to take a
right comprehension and consideration that needed for they to know, before put their children into preschool.
This article was using library research. The data were collected from several sources such as journal articles,
literature. This article showed right comprehension and considerations by parents before put children into
preschool are important, because it could help parent and children to be selectively choose the institutional of
preschool that provide they needed. Remembering every child had different needs. This article could help parents
to identify the basics that should provide by preschool, including the good materials, activities, place hygiene,
character education, and moral values.
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INTRODUCTION

Currently, by development of technology and information in this era, there are many
Preschool that become familiar and important to the parents to supporting their children’s
development of learning process. Parents want to get more information not only about the good
parenting tips, but also the information of good school that could help the development of their
children.

Preschool is an early childhood program in which children combine learning with play in a
program run by professionally trained adults. Children are most commonly enrolled in preschool
between the ages of three and five, though those as young as two can attend some schools. Before
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1960, the education of young children was primarily regarded as the responsibility of families within
the home. As of 2004, most young children in the United States spend some portion of their days
apart from their parents. Most attend some sort of center-based program prior to kindergarten. In
2001, 52 percent of three- and four-year-olds were in a nursery school or preschool program. The
enrollment rate for four-year-olds in 2001 was nearly the same as the enrollment rate for five-year-
olds in 1970. There are several factors influencing this dramatic change, including a rise in the
numbers of mothers working outside the home, a decline in the size of families (leading more
parents to turn to preschools as a social outlet for their children), and a growing desire to give
children a head start academically. The higher the income and educational level of the parents, the
more likely it is that a child will attend preschool.

But although there is significant increase in parent’s desire to put their children into early
childhood education, like Preschool, but the right comprehension and consideration from parents
are really needed. So the parents not only put their children and waiting for the result in their
achievement or progress in learning education. The parents could also have the right comprehension
about their obligation at school, and at home. They could actively contribute to their children
development of learning. They knowing their obligation and right at the same time and they could
take a right consideration before put their children into Preschool. Like how important to had a right
comprehension and take a full attention to consider about some things like mention here:

The important of design a good and interesting lesson plan, strategies, activities, games,
media, and curriculum from teacher and school that corporate to create a good atmosphere at
learning process in early childhood education (Preschool) to stimulate their social skill, and
knowledge, and character education.

a. The important of contribution from parents in development children learning education,
like actively participate in event or meeting that held by preschool, and to continue the
lesson at home, like a good manner or habit.

b. The important of preschool and home that taught and provided about personal hygiene
in learning process, at the surrounding children’s place, whether it is at home, and at
school

Research Questions

1. How important a good and interesting lesson plan, strategies, activities, games and
media that designed by teachers to help stimulate the development of children
learning education?

2. What should provide by preschool to create a good atmosphere at school that could
help the development of children in learning education?

3. Why the parents have to contribute actively in children learning process not only at
school but also at the home?

4. How the personal hygiene and place hygiene could help children in their learning
process?
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This research aims to help the teacher, parents and preschool to understand their role and
contribution to gain the successful and effectiveness of learning process in early childhood
education. Especially to help parents to take a right comprehension and consideration that needed
for they to know, before put their children into preschool.

METHOD

This article is the result of library research in which the data were obtained from several
sources such as journal articles, literature. The data were then analyzed to present the perspective
underlying the comprehension and considerations of parents that needed before put children into
preschool. All of the sources still related with research in language education field. Based on
twenty articles that read by the researcher especially with the topic of English for young
learners, such as some title follows; work family balanced and quality of parenting in
optimizing children development, reading readiness of kindergarten students at Tagwa
Mosque East Jakarta, young children character development through Javanese traditional
game, teacher strategies in character education development in kindergarten,
strengthening the professionalism of Aisyah teachers in Wirogunan village through human
communication in the era of pandemic Covid 19, management character education in
kindergarten, early children’s healthy behavior, implementation of parenting education
program in kindergarten, personal hygiene learning in preschool classroom, and parents
involvement in early childhood education, then all of it lead the researcher to made the
research to examine the importance of good communication between parent and teacher in
children development of learn in early childhood education. Remembering from articles
above it still connected one and another and researcher conclude to highlighted and make
the scope limited with only focused on the role of teacher, parent, and preschool (early
childhood education institute) so it come to the title Comprehension and considerations of
parents that needed before put the children into preschool.

FINDINGS AND DISCUSSION

Children start school with some life experience. While some of them grow up in
houses in which books are read every day, some grow up without encountering any books at all.
Each child needs a certain level of support, first provided by the family, then by early childhood
education programs to develop fundamental reading-writing skills and knowledge. In providing the
support, the knowledge and sensitivity of the parents about child development and their child’s
needs, to take responsibility for the child, is relatively important. Because the first years of life are
the years when investments are made for the future of societies, the losses that occur in this period
are either hard or impossible to compensate. In this respect, especially having or not having early
childhood education experience has various impacts, from adaptation of the child to school to
academic achievement and continuation of school. (Strickland & Riley-Ayers, 2006; Burger, 2010;
NICHD Early Child Care Research Network, 2005b; Storch & Whitehurst, 2002; Lomas, 2005).
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Research has shown that the process from birth to the age of five is a determinant of future
reading success. The skills and abilities which are the determinants of this process are verbal
language (understanding what is told, verbal language vocabulary), alphabet code (alphabet
knowledge), phonetic awareness (ability to distinguish the phonemes of words), distinguishing
syllables of words, and print knowledge and concepts (Strickland & Riley-Ayers, 2006).

Unfortunately, the evaluations of primary school teachers who participated in the study
revealed that the children in this group experienced difficulties in many aspects during the process
especially in preparation for reading-writing. The teachers perceived familial support, cooperation
with the family and visits made by the teachers. However, when it comes to entering a new
environment, adaptation to that environment, making friends and learning to read and write,
starting a child in first grade without any previous evaluation in terms of these factors will be quite
unjust for the children in this age group. 60 months old children who start school upon the will of
parents who are unaware of the readiness level of their children are the greatest sufferers of this
unjustness.

Potential difficulties the child can encounter at school can be eliminated; by providing
appropriate guidance, the child can be sent to early childhood education institutions or special
education institutions thus enabling the child to start school the next year with enough school
readiness. This will prevent the child developing negative emotions towards school and will enable
the child to start school the next year with developed academic skills. In addition, this will allow the
family to provide the child with early appropriate support. This will be for the good of the child and
family in the short term, and for the good of society and the future of society in the long term.

Preschool education is a form of formal education. As formal education institutions, the
main task of kindergarten (TK) is preparing to introduce children to a variety of knowledge,
attitudes, behavior, and intellectual skills to be able to adapt to the actual learning activities in
elementary school (PP no. 27 thn 1990). The meaning is to introduce basic knowledge in children's
learning readiness and forming attitudes, behavior and intellectual skills. In the implementation of
early childhood education aims to develop all potential of children as a basis for further education.

Before early childhood education, communication between the parents and the child and the
characteristics of the environment offered to the child to develop reading skills are effective for the
development of these skills. Saracho (2007) reported that parents should help children so that they
can understand the world and that play is the most effective way to achieve this. Sheridan and
Knoche (2008) reported that parents can provide direct or indirect learning environments for their
children both at home and outside, which is sometimes termed as “home curriculum”. Weigel,
Martin and Bennett (2006) found that there was a positive relationship between parent-child
reading-writing activities and the child’s interest in reading and between the beliefs of parents
towards reading and parent-child language activities. Sénéchal and LeFevre (2002) found that there
was a significant relationship between reading books to children by parents and vocabulary, listening
comprehension skills and the reading habit.

Carol (2010) suggested that reading is the most valuable possession of an individual and that
failure of the child in reading stems from growing up in an environment without books and lacking in
appropriate educational support in critical periods. The researcher also reported that learning,
especially learning to read, is encouraged by social relations. Parents, caregivers and teachers play an
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important role in the development of reading skills of a child. The results show the importance of age
and early childhood education in the reading-writing learning process. The study also shows the
importance of family-child interaction and reading-writing environment offered to the child at home
especially for preparation for reading-writing.

When we are talking about children education, it is important to remember that all the part
of children education should be taking their part, and delivering their role and responsible based on
their part. The main role should be taking by the parents of the child. It should be their consideration
to choose the early childhood education, like kindergarten, pre-school like apple tree, or PAUD. To
prepare the child to became ready before coming to school. Not only about early childhood
education, but also the parents should start the good relationship with the child at home and
provided the atmosphere and games or toys that could develop their learning skill. At least there are
the games, books, or media that help the students to direct them for introduction to color, alphabet,
number, etc. Father and Mother should realize their responsible and give the contribution to their
children development, not only materials, education, but also their time. It is affected children
development through a good parenting from father and mother. Parents should be a good example
for their children, in all the way in daily life, through their way of communication, the way the parent
treat the other human, and all the support aspect that could easily found in routines. Remembering,
children are the best imitator.

The early childhood education or mostly popular know as pre-school should deliver their role
to facilitate the good atmosphere for young children to learn and to develop their skill. So do the
teacher or educator, should create a fun learning environment that support by the good materials,
media, and suitable with the children’s need. It is need to be highlighted that learning by playing is a
good method or approach to take young learners attention. In order to meet the developmental
needs and the child sensitive to aspects of reading and writing can be organized and developed
through various forms of the game. Piaget in Maxim (1989) says that the play can improve children's
cognitive development, physical ability, social interaction and emotional.

It is important to prepare the good material that would be interesting in young children age,
in their early process learning, such games during learning process to young children, and it can be
forgotten that character building should be a primary goals in every learning process so the young
children not also become smart in knowledge but also good in their manner or moral/ character.
Many experts say that character education should start from early childhood. Why is that? At the
early age of 0-6 years, the brain develops very rapidly up to 80 percent. That is the period in which
physical, mental and spiritual child will begin to form. Therefore, many are calling this period as the
golden period of children and the future is very appropriate for the cultivation of values (character
education) for children.

It could be parents and teacher’s role to be well prepared for children education. Both
parents and teacher should be a good partner in developing the knowledge and skill by young
children. If teacher need to provide the fun and interesting learning process in school, so do the
parents should be able to recall or continue or stimulating the lesson at home with the fun way and
adapt with the children mood. However, if the good cooperation was created, between parent and
teacher, the good result could achieve by young children in their learning process.
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A good preschool should provide fun material that needed to be in a teacher’s plan daily
activities because not all preschool could provide a good material that suitable with young children
level and curriculum 2013. It is become a consideration for parents to choose wisely the pre-school or
kindergarten before they decide to put their children in a pre-school. It could be highlighted that
parent should have some criteria while choosing the pre-school for young children, and need to give
attention to the program or kind of material that bring by a pre-school. Is it relevant with the
children’s need, recent curriculum, or not.

Related to the professional competence of early childhood teachers, namely teachers in
carrying out their main tasks and functions are carried out professionally. In order to support the
implementation of professionalism, it must be based on humanist communication, meaning that in
the learning process the teacher must acknowledge the individual differences possessed by ideal
students. Teachers must provide services according to the differences in potential, interests
and talents of students. Teachers must appreciate and respect the potential of students. With this
recognition, professionalism which is supported by humanist communication really supports the
achievement of maximum learning results. As a teacher to young children, it is important to manage
our communication so we could build a good relationship with them. Not only the methods we use,
or activities that should be fun but also the way we communicate with young children becomes the
most effective way to deliver an effectiveness of learning process. When children feel comfortable
with their teacher, they could happily join the whole activities during the learning process.

Children’s education in formally early childhood institutions like in kindergarten and in
informal education in the family should be implemented in synergy. Child education in family is
usually handled by parents. However, each parent has different needs, interest, and background
affecting the way they educate their children. Therefore, the diversities of willingness and
educational background of the parents need to be bridged in a variety of ways by the early childhood
institutions, including the kindergarten teachers, so that synergies are created. One of the effective
ways is by having parental education program or having a meeting with parents and gives the event
that included participation of parents and children.

The other important thing is the need for cooperation between the school and parents for
shaping the healthy behavior of early childhood cannot be done by one party alone. Healthy
behaviors should be done systematically and continuously in home and school. The healthy behavior
like breakfast in the morning before going to school, drink milk every day, take a bath twice a day,
brushing teeth morning and before bed, wash hands before eating, cutting the nails, take out the
garbage, cleaning feet after play, making the bed, helping clean up the home environment, clean up
the dishes after meals, tidy up toys, and take a nap.

Children need to get used to always keep themselves clean. Early experience will determine
the future behavior. Children who are used to have clean living can develop healthy behaviors, while
children who never get used to having a clean living will always have problems with health and even
penetrated in social problems due to smell or unpleasant appearance. In this situation, children need
caring from adults who are able to provide the right stimulation. They are usually families and
teachers at school (Aydos & Tugrul, 2015). However, not all preschoolers are taught personal hygiene
when at home. Different occupations, education, and parental concerns impact the children for not
having the right personal hygiene learning. Educational professionals such as preschool teachers
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should educate the children personal hygiene. Therefore, health can serve as one of the goals of the
preschool program (Brewer, 2014). Personal hygiene learning involves hand washing, regular bath,
hair hygiene, and cleaning of used clothes including shoes and sandals (Aslan, 2006; Hegde, Kar,
Lekshmi, & Mathew, 2016; Yilmaz & Ozkan, 2009). This behavior must be established since early years
of living so it can become a routine pattern of behavior. Establishing the behavior when adults will be
more difficult than when it was a child. It is also important that the place at home and school need to
be always clean, so the healthy environment while children learning could occurred.

Discussion

Before put children into preschool, parents should had a right comprehension and
considerations with what should provide by the preschool and also the parents should know the
importance of their contribution to their children learning process. Parents need to choose wisely
the institution of preschool. Parent also should understand the need of their children or young
learners. The good lesson plan, strategies, activities and games that designed by the teacher are
should be parents attention because it could lead to fun and exciting learning process that good for
improve children curiosity. The moral values and character education should be included in the
materials in learning process.

Parents need to understand that they need to actively take a part in learning process. With
continue the stimulation at home and make sharp the good behavior at home. Parent should build a
good communication with the school and teacher so the development of children at learning process
at home and school could be communicated in two ways actively. Parents also need to join the
meeting or event at school, so the problems and children’s need could get the solution and the goals
of learning process could be gain.

The last but not least, personal hygiene and place hygiene are also important in supporting
children at early childhood education because it is lead to healthy person. Good personal hygiene
learning in preschool can be an effective prevention of infectious diseases (Lal & Kavitha,
2016)

CONCLUSION

Right comprehension and considerations by parents before put children into preschool
are important, because it could help parent and children to be selectively choose the
institutional of preschool that provide they needed. Remembering every child had different
needs. This article could help parents to identify the basics that should provide by preschool,
including the good materials, activities, place hygiene, character education, and moral
values. Parents also could realize the importance of their contribution in children’s learning
process, so they just don’t stop participate because they think that they already put their
children into preschool. The continues stimulation should be apply at home, so children
knowledge could be sharpen, and the good behavior could be a habit of children.

A good communication between parents and teacher are also important in effective
children learning process. So there will a bridge between home and school, to identify, to
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discuss about children progress or problem, so the right treatment could be applied to face
the problems that occurred.
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