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Abstract  
Analysis of the Structure and Meaning of the Lyrics Song of   Adele’s 30th Album 

“Struggle of Love”. Paper. Maumere: Faculty of Social Sciences Education and 
Humanities. IKIP Muhammadiyah Maumere. 2023. This research aims to know and 
explain the structures and the meanings of song’s lyrics of Adele’s 30th album. There are 
two focuses of research namely physical and inner structure and meaning.  The method of 
research used descriptive qualitative. In this research, there are two data sources, namely: 
primary and secondary data. For data collection, the researcher used interpretation of 
written material according to published notes, and articles. Based on the researcher 
conducted by the researcher, some important things can be found it, namely Adele’s 
songs contain a lot of structure and meaning. The results of the analysis found that in 
Adele’s song especially in 30th album, there are two big points. The points are: structure 
and meaning. The physical structure of Adele’s songs contains a lot of diction, figurative 
language, and imagery, basically that of the seventh mostly used three important parts of 
the physical structure. In terms of the inner structure of Adele’s songs there are important 
elements in them namely: themes, tones, feeling and mandate that are so diverse and 
aesthetically pleasing. Basically, of all that song that exist, not all song contains important 
points in the inner structure but only a few songs. 
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INTRODUCTION 
Language is an ability of a person to communicate with others by using signs 

and symbols for example: words and gestures. According to Kridalaksana and Djoko 
Koentjono (in Chaer, 2014:32), language is system of arbitrary sound symbols used 
by members of social groups to work together, communicate, and identify 
themselves. The form of research on language is through a scientific study called 
linguistic. According to (Siminto, 2013, P.4), linguistics is the study of the intricacies 
of language or linguistics. Linguistic is the science of language and external 
linguistic. Internal linguistics consists of phonology, morphology, syntax and 
semantics, while external linguistics includes sociolinguistics, psycho-linguistics, 
ethno-linguistics (Alwasikh, 1987:87). 

In this research, the researcher is going to analyze the structure and meaning 
of semantic. Semantic is the research of the “toolkit” for meaning; knowledge 
encoded in the vocabulary of the language and in its patterns for building more 
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elaborate meanings, up to the level of sentence meanings (Griffiths, 2006: 1). It is 
realized and cannot be denied that the language of songs has become an 
inseparable part in every background of human life. Song lyrics are an arrangement 
or series of words that are pitched (Awe, 2003:12), Song lyrics are a person’s 
expression regarding something that is difficult to see, hear or experience. 

The word song has the meaning of various rhythmic sounds (Moeliono, 
2003:624). The song (singing) is the result of the relationship between the art of 
sound and the art of language, as a work of sound art that involves the melody and 
the color of the singer’s voice. Song is an artistic composition of tones or sounds in 
sequence, combination, and temporal relationship to produce a musical 
composition that has unity and continuity. And a variety of rhythmic tones or 
sounds are also called songs. Song can be sung solo, two, three or in groups. 

Song structure is the arrangement of musical elements in a song which 
produces a meaning. Song lyrics can also contain the outpouring of someone’s 
hearts feeling which are turned into words that convey special meaning. The same 
way the song can give some impacts in increasing someone’s speaking skill 
especially “pronunciation” (Saun Lolong, 2019: 5). 

In this study the researcher realizes the importance of song lyrics, one of 
which is to give insight into speaking skill. The point is the song must have its own 
and different structure and meaning. The researcher prefers Adele’s 30th album 
“Struggle of love” for its own reasons, namely the uniqueness and the diction which 
are used by the poet is very beautiful which convey different nuance from other 
songs. The songs’ lyrics that the researcher examine in Adele’s 30th album are, My 
little love, I drink wine, Easy on me, Woman like me, Love is game, Cry your heart out, 
Can I get it. 

The most basic reason in this research is that Adele’s 30th album songs are very 
romantic and the diction of the words or sentences which are used also very good. 
As stated by one of the authors (Deka betari 2022: 250); on Adele’s album 30th there 
is a style of language comparison that are indeed use strengthen the meaning of the 
songs that are made. Comparative language style itself a sentence or expression 
that hidden meaning that is different from the true meaning. Therefore, those 
songs are worth for researcher to examine and besides that there is a purpose to 
know more deeply regarding the structure and meaning of songs’ lyrics on Adele’s 
30th album. 
 
REVIEW OF LITERATURE  
 
A. Theoretical Background 
1. Song 
 According to Indonesian Dictionary (KBBI), song is a rhythmic variety of 
sounds (in speech, singing, reading, and so forth), In the other hand, according to 
Merriam Webster Dictionary, song is defined as the act or art of singing, a poetical 
composition which characterized by sound or series of sounds (Merriam Webster 
Dictionary, 1828). But above said definition is not able to elaborate the wholeness 
the meaning of song. 
In Kristyanti, song is understood as school of words which are composed beautifully 
which is sung accompanied by musical instrument (Kristyanti, 2012: 12). In line with 
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(Kristyanti, Moeliono 2003), understands song as a work of art relating to sound 
and language art as a sound work involves the melody and the color of the voice. 
Words of song have a rhythmic variety of voice (Moelino in Peny, 2003:624). Based 
on the foregoing view, it may be concluded that a song is a form of expression that 
is expressed by a writer or poetic script and is conveyed to the accompaniment of 
tone, rhythm, and beauty. A song in addition, provides fun and entertainment and in 
the same way provides an imaginary message. The words of the song have two 
meanings, in Moeliono (2007:628), explained as a follow, the lyrics of a song as 
literary work in a poem that contains brooding, as a hymn. To use a lyric a poet must 
be good at processing words. 
2. Song Lyrics 

The words of a song have the meaning various rhythmic sounds (Moelino 
2007:624). The lyrics of the song are the result of a combination of language art and 
sound art, as works of sound involved the color of the singer’s voice and melody. 
From the foregoing opinion it can be concluded that the lyrics of a song are an 
artistic work of combining words, aesthetic art and sounds, or melodies, in terms of 
melody and sound. 
3. Structure of Song 
 The poem (the lyric of the song) consists of two large of the physical 
structure and inner structure. Richards (in Djojosuroto, 2006), said that two 
elements they are the method of poetry or lyric song and the nature of poetry or 
lyric song where is the Balton (in Djojosuroto, 2006) refer to it as a mental and 
physical form. Physical structure simply called language, where the inner structure is 
simple called meaning. The physical structure of song lyrics is constructed by 
diction, the figurative language, and imaging. On the one hand, the inner structure 
is constructed by the tree thoughts, themes, tones, feeling and mandate. 
4. Structure of Song Lyrics 
 The physical structure of song lyrics is conducted by diction, figurative 
language, and physical imaging 

a. Diction (words selection) 
 Words selected must consider the meaning, composition of the sound in the 
form the rhythm, word composition and aesthetic value contained in the song 
lyrics. The choice of words is also very much determined by the type of song lyrics 
made. Diction is the essence of writing song lyrics and the determining factor the 
ability of the poet’s creativity in making song lyrics (Sayuti, 2010: 143-144). The 
arrangement of words is very important in order to grow poetic atmosphere that 
will read the reader or listener on understanding and full enjoyment. In addition, 
Abraham in Wiyatmi (2008: 63), explain that diction is the choice of words or 
phrases in a work literature. Overall that diction or the use of words in a song lyric is 
very important because it can provide a clear meaning and can be understood by 
listeners in particular. According to Chaer (2009:65), differences in diction based on 
denotative and connotative meanings correspond to the presence or absence of 
sense of value in a word. Denotative meaning is diction with the actual meaning of a 
word or sentence. In other words, the denotative meaning is an objective meaning 
without carrying a certain or pure feeling. While the connotative meaning is diction, 
words or sentence that do not actually mean. Connotative meaning can also be 
interpreted as a figurative meaning related to the value of feel 
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b. Figurative Language. 
Figurative language used by Peot to express something in a direct way so, 

the words used have a figurative or symbolic meaning. As said by Sudjiman in 
Hasanuddin (2002: 98), explains that language (figureative) is a language that uses 
words that are structured and meaning deliberately deviated from the usual 
arrangement and meaning, with the aim of get freshness and power of expression. 
According to Hassanudin (2002: 133), how to use figurative language, namely by 
making use of comparisons, contradiction, linkage, between one thing and another, 
which the meaning is already known by the reader or listener. Figurative language 
emits a lot of meaning or rich in meaning. This figurative language is also known as 
figurative language.  

According Andre K. (2020), figurative language has various types. Figurative 
language is divided into four types, each of which has it own function. There are 
four kinds of figurative language, namely: comparative figurative language, 
contradictory figurative language, satirical figurative language and assertive 
figurative language. 
1. Comparative figurative language is figure of speech whose style of language is 

expressed by juxtaposing or comparing an object with another object. Some 
kinds of comparative figurative language: 
a) Personification is figurative language use to replace the function of inanimate 

object that can behave like human. Example: the night wind has prevented me 
from going outside. 

b) Metaphor is language style used a figurative of speech expiate represent 
another meaning based on similarities or comparisons. Example: his business 
went bankrupt because he had debts with loan sharks.  

c) Euphemism is a style of language in which words that are considered 
unfavorable are replaced with more subtle equivalents. Example: he was 
caught in a corruption case, he had to be brought to justice. 

d) Simile is style of language that juxtaposes on activity with an expression. 
Example: the little boy cries like a chick that has lost its mother. 

e) Allegory is figurative language that juxtaposes an object with a figurative 
word or sentence. Example: finding the perfect woman is like looking for 
needle in a haystack. 

f) Symbolic is language style with expressions that compare humans with 
attitude of other living things. Example: a woman is indeed docile. 

g) Association is figurative language that compares two different objects. 
Example: the faces of the father and son are like halved betel nut. 

h) Hyperbola is style of language that express something excessively, even seem 
absurd. Example: the man has a hard spirit like steel, of course he will be a 
successful person. 

2. Contradictory figurative language is language style in literary works that uses 
figurative language, where the meaning is the opposite of the actual meaning. 
a) Litotes is an expression like self- depreciation even though in reality it is quite 

the opposite. Example: please stop by our humble hurt. 
3. Satirical figurative language is a style of language that uses figurative words with 

the aim of someone, behavior and a condition. 
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a) Cynicism is style of language in which someone gives direct satire t another 
person. Example: your room so dirty that dust is scattered everywhere. 

b) Sarcasm is style of language use to satirize other people with a hash 
connotation. Example: you are incompetent! If you can’t work you will just be 
the trash of society. 

4. Assertive figurative language is language style to state something emphatically in 
order to increase understanding and impress to reader or listener. 
a) Repetition is figurative language that repeat words in a sentence. Example: 

the man was the pickpocket, he was the culprit, he was the one who took my 
wallet. 

b) Rhetoric is style of language in the form of a question sentence but actually 
don’t need to be answered. Example: if you pray at dawn every time? 

c) Parallelism is style of language that repeats a word to emphasized the 
meaning of the word in several different definitions. Example: love is patient. 
Honey is gentle. Love forgives. 

c. Imaging. 
Imaging is the use of words in poetry (song lyrics) can affect sensory 

experiences such as sight, hearing, and feeling. The lines in the song lyrics are as if 
contains echoes of sound (auditive images), as if seen (visual images), or as if it can 
be touched or felt (tactile imagery). As said by Jaborim (2003: 36), that the image is 
wishful images, thought images, mental impressions or visual images and the 
language the describes it. In his book stylistic (2012: 20-25). Sutejo states that 
dividing the image into five parts: sight, hearing, olfactory, touch, and movement. 

1. Inner Structure of Song Lyrics 
  The inner structure is constructed by the tree thoughts, themes, tones, 
feeling and mandate. 
a. Themes 
 Theme is the main idea expressed by the poet through the song (Finoza 
2008: 215). reader or listeners must a least known the background of the poet, so 
that do not misinterpret the themes of the song’s lyrics. Therefore, the theme that 
specific (referred to form the poet), objective (all readers must interpret the same), 
and straightforward (not a figurative meaning taken from the connotation). 
b. Tones 
  The tone in the song lyrics can be expressed the poet’s attitude towards the 

reader or listener. Djojosuroto (2005: 26) adds that the readers appreciation of 
the tone expressed by the poet must be right. Only in this way the interpretation 
of the meaning of a song lyric can be approached accuracy as desired by the 
poet. 

c. Feelings 
 Djojosuroto (2006: 26), explain the poetry (song lyrics) expresses poet’s 
feelings. Song lyrics can express feelings of joy, sadness, touched, afraid, 
anxious, longing, curious, hate, love, revenge, and so on. The feelings expressed 
by the poet are total, meaning that they are not half-hearted. Therefore, the poet 
mustered all the strength of his language to strengthen the overall expression of 
feelings. 

d. Mandate 
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 The message that will be convey by the poet can be examined after 
understand the theme, feel, and tone of the song’s lyrics. The mandate is a thing 
that encourage poets to create their own poetry. The message is implied behind 
the words which are arranged in such a way, and are behind the themes that are 
expressed. 
 

B. Meaning of Lyric Song 
          The meaning of the song is a phrase or the meaning of the song. The 
meaning or message of the lyrics in a song is to tell the listener good or bad things 
about an event in everyday life. The meaning of the song is an expression or 
meaning f a song. 
         To find the meaning of the message in the song lyrics, the semiotic 
method is used which incidentally is a field of science that studies the sign system. 
According to Van Zoest (in Sobur, 2001:96) defines semiotics as “the science of 
signs and everything related to them: how the function, their relationship with 
other words, their delivery, and their reception by those use them”. Starting from 
how the sign is interpreted, influence by perception and culture, followed by how 
the sign helps humans interpret the surrounding situation. 
    In doing the meaning should not be arbitrary, but based on a semiotic framework 
(science /sign system) because literature is sign system or semiotics (Pradopo, 2009: 
120-121). To understand song lyrics and give meaning to song lyrics is not easy 
without understanding literary conversion. Song lyrics work of art with a medium 
language. Song lyrics must be understood as a sign system (semiotic). 
 
METODE 
 The study is much more concerned about qualitative than quantitative. The 
qualitative approach was chosen because the data obtained in the form of 
descriptive data focuses on actual problems as they were at the time research took 
place. According to Moleong (2007), qualitative research is research conducted to 
understand social phenomena from the perspective of the perpetrators. Qualitative 
research is research that focuses on analysis, qualitative research also involves 
anthology activities. The data concluded are in the form of words or picture that 
have a more meaningful meaning and are able to trigger a more real understanding 
than just the presentation of numbers or frequencies. 
 
Sources of Data 
 Data sources are divided into two, namely primary data and secondary data. 
Primary data is data obtained by researchers directly (first hand), while secondary 
data is data obtained by researchers from existing sources (Syinen, 2015). So, the 
primary data in this research is consist some transcripts from lyric songs and the 
secondary data in this study are sources from the internet and published document 
or data in order to obtained further information on a song lyric. 

Technique of Data Collection 
 This study prioritizes the interpretation of written material according to the 
context presented. The material obtained are in the form of published notes, 
manuscripts, article and other similar materials. Which is the focus of the intended 
data source, namely published notes and articles. The steps in data collection used 
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by researcher are researcher looking for and finding the song’s lyrics they are 
looking for presented on internet, especially being able to find songs from Adele’s 
30th album studied, read the sources obtained, then identify the lyrics songs and 
then the researcher must be having divided which parts includes in structure 
(physical and inner structures) and meaning 
 
Analisis data 

The technique of analysis used in this research is technique descriptive-
qualitative content. This technique is used because the data qualitative in the form 
of language building and its meaning. Activity this analysis includes listening, 
reading, recording data, rereading identifying data, classifying data discussing data, 
presenting data, and inference withdrawal. Content Analysis is a qualitative is a 
qualitative research technique by emphasizing the constancy of the content of 
communication, the meaning of the contents of the symbolic interactions that 
occur in communication (Bungin, 2011). 

Therefore, the researcher uses the hand phone as media to find the lyrics of 
the song to be studied, especially Adele’s songs on the 30th album. Next, the 
researcher listens it, write it down in a small note, and star to analyze it, especially 
finding words or sentence that are included in terms structure and meaning. For 
example, researcher able to divide words or sentence in Adele’s 30th album 
“struggle of love” in physical structure: diction, figurative language, imaging. And in 
inner structure: themes, tones, feelings, and mandate. And in the meaning section 
researcher must be able to give the meaning of lyrics song of Adele’s 30th album 
“struggle of love” 

 
RESULTS AND DISCUSSION 
 
Results 

Adele Laurie blue Adkins or better known as Adele was born on May 5, 1988 in 
Tottenham, England. She is a singer from England. One of her famous songs is 
someone like you. Adele started her career in 2006. She signed a contract with XL 
recordings, a British record producer, in September 2006. Adele was released under 
the title “19, this album was the first step for Adele’s to become widely known to 
the world community. Evidently, in 2009 he won the grammy awards for “best 
newcomer” and “best pop vocal performance”. On October 13, 2021 Adele 
confirmation the title of her fourth album would be 30, which released on 
November 19, 2021, (Cunningham, 2023).  Albums 30th tells the story of her divorce 
from ex-husband, Simon Konecky after three years of marriage. Not only about 
separation, album 30th is like a letter addressed by Adele to her son, Angelo, 
explaining the reasons why her father no longer lives with them. 

 
Structure  

Based on the data analysis, the researcher has found two important points in 
Adele’s song especially in 30th album namely: physical structure and inner structure. 
A. Physical Structure 

There are three important points in physical structure namely:  diction, 
figurative language, and imaging. 
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Tabel 1. Diction (word selection ) 

Song Title Song Lyrics 

Denotative is 
pure meaning or 

objective 
meaning 

Connotative is do not 
actually meaning or 

there is meaning 
behind it 

My Little Love My little love Little love: love 
half heartedly 
  (Zick Rubin) 

Little love: favorite 
child, the only owned 
by a private. The 
person is Adele 

  I see your eyes 
like widen an 
ocean 

Eyes like widen 
an ocean: looks 
shiny, sparkling 

( Kumarudin) 

Eyes like widen an 
ocean: experiencing 
and feeling inner 
wounds that can only 
be expressed 
through tears 

  I don’t 
recognize 
myself in the 
coldness of day 
light 

In the coldness 
of day light: 
unable to move 
to other side 

In the coldness of 
day light: fixated, 
silent and unable to 
solve life’s problem 
faced 

  I love you a 
million percent 

A million 
percent: defend 
love  

(Ayu Nurhazizah) 

A million percent: 
love you till the end 

I Drink Wine We are love 
with the word 
but the world 
just wants 
bring us down 

Word: position 
By Tri Suwando 

Word: a shelter for 
two people who are 
united but separated 
because they are not 
in line 

  Want you so 
bad, but you 
can’t fight fire 
with fire 

Fire with fire: 
surging feeling  
By Ricardo 
Gomez 

Fire with fire: when 
experiencing 
problems and how to 
overcome them with 
full emotion it will 
never run out, never 
find a way out 

  Sometimes the 
road less 
traveled is the 
road best left 
behind 

Road: something 
to go through 
By KBBI  

Road: a place to look 
for solution when 
experiencing life 
problems 

  To keep 
climbing 

To keep 
climbing: keep 
going 

To keep climbing: by 
trying and keep 
trying so you will 
surely find 
satisfactory results 
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  There were just 
memories in a 
big storm 

Memories in a 
big storm:  scary 
unwanted 
incident 
By Aning Jati 

Memories in a big 
storm: the problem is 
really hurtful and 
unable to be resolved 

Easy On Me There is no 
gold in this 
river 

No gold in this 
river: not getting 
anything of value 
or not getting 
happiness 

No gold in this river:  
as long as in 
relationship there are 
no precious 
memories that leave 
an impression, there 
is only inner 
bitterness 

  I know there is 
hope in these 
waters 

Waters: irrigate 
By KBBI  

Waters: a constant 
hurting mood or 
mood is unvoidable 

  When I am 
drowning in 
this silence 

Drowning in this 
silence: sad 
mood 
By Nurul Wahida 

Drowning in this 
silence: The word 
drowning can be 
interpreted as not 
being able to do 
much about what 
you see and what 
you feel, and 
sometimes it really 
hurts, all you can do 
is be silent. Silence is 
also a form of 
overflowing emotion 

  Go easy on me, 
baby 

Go easy on me: 
do not be afraid 

Go easy in me: asked 
her love to be closer 
to him, and what you 
should be afraid of 
me 

  I was still a 
child 

still a child: 
immature or can 
be said still 
innocent 

Still a child: 
individuals who have 
not been to take care 
of themselves, who 
can only depend on 
others. More 
specifically, this is an 
experience that she 
is still a child who is 
unable to solve his 
own life problems 
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  There are no 
room for our 
things to 
change 

Room: place 
By KBBI 

Room: there is no 
opportunity to 
change what they 
want to change, 
especially want to 
change the problems 
towards happiness 

Woman Like 
Me 

You are not 
never had, are 
not never had 
woman like me 

Never had 
woman like me: 
The most 
different woman 
from the others   

Never had woman 
like me: no woman is 
as great and no one 
can compete with 
her 

Love Is a 
Game 

Surely you 
know, that I’m 
not easy to 
hold 

I’m not easy to 
hold: not really 
trusting 
someone much 
less forgiving 
someone 

I’m not easy to hold: 
it’s not easy to given 
an apology if 
someone has made a 
mistake with him 

  My heart 
speaks in 
puzzle and 
codes 

Puzzle and 
codes: games 

Puzzle and codes: a 
symbol of a person 
who is the same as a 
game that can only 
play with the heart a 
woman 

  That love is a 
game for fools 
to play 

Love is a game 
for fools to play: 
people who 
don’t respect 
each other 

Love is a game for 
fools to play: don’t 
understand what 
love really means 

  The feelings 
flood to the 
heights of no 
compromise 

feelings flood to 
the heights: 
never ending to 
be forgotten  

feelings flood to the 
heights: the pain that 
is always 
remembered in her 
mind, there have 
been various ways 
that have been made 
but still never 
inexhaustible 
forgotten  

Cry Your Heart 
Out 

Cry your heart 
out, it will clean 
your face 

Cry your heart 
out, it will clean 
your face:  part 
of the emotional 
outburst 

Cry your heart out, it 
will clean your face: 
by crying it will make 
you a little more 
relieved of the pain 
you are feeling 
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  When I walk in 
a room, I’m 
invisible, I feel 
like a ghost 

I feel like a 
ghost: scary 

I feel like a ghost: 
such a frightening 
personality, that in 
the end no one dared 
to come near him 

  I’m hanging by 
a thread 

hanging by a 
thread: anxiety 

hanging by a thread: 
anxious about life’s 
problem that are 
being experienced 
and don’t know what 
she should do 

  I created this 
storm; it is only 
fair I have to sit 
in its rain 

I created this 
storm: has 
created 
problems 

I created this storm: 
I’m the one who 
created this problem, 
so it’s only natural 
that I should be able 
to accept this risk 

Can I Get It Pave me a path 
to follow 

A Path: chance 
or opportunity 

A path: asking for the 
opportunity to 
arrange the problems 
of life at hand 

  Because my 
heart can 
pound like a 
thunder 

my heart can 
pound like a 
thunder: 
unstoppable 
restlessness 

my heart can pound 
like a thunder:  the 
desire of someone 
who is in real 
relationship with the 
idol of the heart 

 
Tabel 2. Figurative language 

Comparative figurative language is figure of speech whose style of language 
is expressed by juxtaposing or comparing an object with another object.  

1. Personification is figurative language use to replace the 
function of inanimate object that can behave like human.  

Song Title Song Lyrics Personification 

My Little Love I don’t recognize myself 
in the coldness of the 
day light 

 in the coldness of the 
day light 

I Drink Wine But you can’t fight fire 
with fire 

But you can’t fight fire 
with fire 

Easy On Me I know there is hope in 
these waters 

Hope in these waters 

  When I am drowning in 
this silence 

drowning in this silence 
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There are no room for 
our things to change 

room for our things to 
change 

Woman Like Me    

Love Is a Game The love is a game for 
fools to play 

The love is a game for 
fools to play  

Cry Your Heart Out   

Can I Get It If I can make your heart 
my home 

your heart my home 

Will be melody, the 
rhythm, and your rhyme 

be melody, the rhythm, 
and your rhyme 

2. Metaphor is language style used a figurative of speech expiate 
represent another meaning based on similarities or 
comparisons.  

Song title Song lyrics Metaphor 

My Little Love   

I Drink Wine 

Easy On Me 

Woman Like Me 

Love Is a Game That love is a game for 

fools to play 

Love, game and fools 

Cry Your Heart 

Out 

My skin’s paper thin, I 

can’t stop wavering 

Skin’s paper thin 

Can I Get It   

3. Euphemism is a style of language in which words that are 
considered unfavorable are replaced with more subtle 
equivalents. 

Song Title Song Lyrics Euphemism 

I Drink Wine Why am I obsessing 

about the things can’t 

control? 

Obsessing 

My Little Love I feel very paranoid, I 

feel very stressed 

Paranoid 
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4. Simile is style of language that juxtaposes on activity with an 
expression. 

Song Title Song Lyrics Simile 

My Little Love I see your eyes like an 
ocean 

eyes like an ocean 

Cry Your Heart 
Out  

I feel like a ghost I Feel like a ghost 

Can I Get It Because my heart can 
pound like a thunder 

heart can pound like a 
thunder 

5. Allegory is figurative language that juxtaposes an object with a 
figurative word or sentence. 

Song Lyrics Song Title Allegory 

Cry Your Heart 
Out 

I am hanging by a 
thread 

hanging by a thread 

My Little Love I see your eyes widen 
like an ocean 

your eyes widen like an 
ocean 

I Drink Wine Every single thing 
could blow my mind 

could blow my mind 

6. Symbolic is language style with expressions that compare 
humans with attitude of other living things. 

Song title Song lyrics Symbolic  

My Little Love My little love Little love 

I Drink Wine Sometimes the road 
less traveled is the 
road best left 
behind 

Road  

Easy On Me When I’m drowning 
in this silence 

drowning in this silence 

Love Is a Game My heart speaks in 
puzzle and codes 

puzzle and codes 

Cry Your Heart Out Cry your heart it will 
clean your face 

Cry your heart it will 
clean your face 

I created this storm created this storm 

Can I Get It If I can make it, if I 
can make your 
heart my home 

if I can make your heart 
my home 
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7. Association is figurative language that compares two Different 
things 

 

 

 

 

 

 

8. Hyperbola is style of language that express something 
excessively, even seem absurd.  

 

Song Title Song Lyrics Hyperbola 

My Little Love I love you a million 
percent 

Million percent 

I Drink Wine  There were just 
memories in a big 
storm 

Memories in a big storm 

Love Is a Game The feelings flood 
me to the heights 
of no comprise  

Feelings floods me 

Cry Your Heart Out I’m hanging by 
thread 

Hanging by thread 

When I walk in a 
room, I’m invisible, 
I feel like a ghost 

I walk in a room, I’m 
invisible, I feel like a 
ghost 

Can Get It 

 

 

Because my heart 
can pound like 
thunder 

My heart can pound like 
thunder 

And without your 
love I’m hollow 

Without your love I’m 
hallow 

Because I long to 
live under your 
spell 

long to live under your 
spell 

 
a. Contradictory figurative language is language style in literary 

works that uses figurative language, where the meaning is the 
opposite of the actual meaning. 
 
1. Litotes is an expression like self- depreciation even though in 

reality it is quite the opposite. 

Song Title Song Lyrics Association  

Woman Like Me You aren’t never 
had, aren’t never 
had a woman like 
me 

Never had Woman like 
me 
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Song Title Song Lyrics Litotes 

 Easy On Me Go easy on me Go easy on me 

I was still a child I still a child 

Can I Get It Oh, I have promised 
I will love you till 
the end of time 

Love you till the end of 
time 

 
b. Satirical figurative language is a style of language that uses 

figurative words with the aim of someone, behavior and a 
condition. 
1. Cynicism is style of language in which someone gives direct 

satire t another person. 
 

Song Title Song Lyrics Cynicism 

My Little Love I’m finding it hard to 
be here since he did 

I’m finding it hard to 
be here since he did 

And I never feel 
lonely, I love being 
on my own 

And I never feel lonely, 
I love being on my own 

Teel me, do you feel 
the way past aches? 

Teel me, do you feel 
the way past aches? 

I Drink Wine How can one 
become so bounded 
by  

How can one become 
so bounded  

By choices that 
somebody else 
makes? 

By choices that 
somebody else makes? 

Stop trying to be 
somebody else 

Stop trying to be 
somebody else 

I didn’t get to go on 
and to make new 
memories with him 

I didn’t get to go on 
and to make new 
memories with him 

Easy On Me I was still a child 
didn’t get the 
chance 

I was still a child didn’t 
get the chance 

Woman Like Me Just how good 
things could be 

Just how good things 
could be 

You are not never 
had, are not never 
had woman like me 

You are not never had, 
are not never had 
woman like me 

I put my heart on the I put my heart on the 
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line for the very first 
time 

line for the very first 
time 

Now, some other 
man will get the love 
I have for you 

Now, some other man 
will get the love I have 
for you 

Love Is a Game 

 

 My heart speaks in 
puzzle and codes 

My heart speaks in 
puzzle and codes 

God only knows me 
I’ve cried 

God only knows me 
I’ve cried 

2. Sarcasm is style of language use to satirize other people with a 
hash connotation.  

Song Title Song Lyrics Sarcasm 

Love Is a Game Love is a game fools 
to play  

Love is a game fools to 
play  

Cry Your Heart Out Your love is useless 
without it 

Your love is useless 
without it 

Woman Like Me It is so sad a man 
like you could be 
lazy 

A man like you could 
be lazy 

 
c. Assertive figurative language is language style to state something 

emphatically in order to increase understanding and impress to 
reader or listener. 
1. Repetition is figurative language that repeat words in a 

sentence. 

Song Title Song Lyrics Repetition 

My Little Love Just like mummy, 
I’m, I’m the feeling 
that I have, like, I 
feel like a bit 
confused 

I’m 

I’m having a bad 
day; I’m having a 
very anxious day 

I’m having 

I feel very paranoid, 
I feel very stressed 

I feel 

I feel like today is 
the first day since I 
left that I feel lonely 

I feel 

And I feel like today Home 



 

171 | J E L T E C ,  V o l u m e 2 ,  N o  2  
 

I’m home, and I 
want to be home 

I Drink Wine 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We are in love with 
the world but the 
world just wants to 
bring us down 

World 

You better, better 
I’m trying 

Better 

In these crazy times 
I hope I can find 
something I can 
cling onto 

Can 

Oh, I just want to 
love you, love you 
for free 

Love 

Sometimes the road 
less traveled is the 
road best left 
behind 

Road 

Woman Like Me You are not never 
had, are not never 
had woman like me 

Never had 

To over keep, to 
over keep a woman 
like me 

Over keep 

Its where they 
make you feel so 
powerful, that’s 
why you think I 
make you feel so 
small 

Make  

Love Is a Game You know, you 
know I’m want to 
do it 

You know 

Cause I’m addicted, 
I’m addicted 

I’m addicted 

Can I Get It I will beg, I will 
steal, I will borrow 

I will 

If I can make it, if I 
can make you are 
hearting my home 
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All I want is for you 
to be mine, mine 

Mine 

Let me, let me Let, me 

 just come and get it   

And your love, and 
your love can set 
me free 

Your love 

I want not make it; I 
want not make it on 
my own 

I want not 

 

2. Rhetoric is style of language in the form of a question sentence 
but actually don’t need to be answered. 

Song Title Song Lyrics Rhetoric 

My Little Love Why do you feel like 
that? 

Why do you feel like 
that? 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Do you like-like me? Do you like-like me? 

You know mommy 
does not like 
anyone else like I 
like you, right? 

You know mommy 
does not like anyone 
else like I like you, 
right? 

Like how? Like how? 

Why? Why? 

Oh, at all? Oh, at all? 

Tell me, do you fell 
the way my past 
aches? 

Tell me, do you fell the 
way my past aches? 

When you lay on 
me, can you hear 
the way my heart 
breaks? 

When you lay on me, 
can you hear the way 
my heart breaks? 

I Drink Wine How can one 
become so 
bounded by choices 
that somebody else 
makes? 

How can one become 
so bounded by choices 
that somebody else 
makes? 

Why am I seeking 
approval from 
people I don’t even 
know? 

Why am I seeking 
approval from people I 
don’t even know? 
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Woman Like Me 

Why would I put 
that on you? 

Why would I put that 
on you? 

How can you not 
see just how good 
for you I am? 

How can you not see 
just how good for you I 
am? 

Complacency is the 
worst trait to have, 
are you crazy? 

Complacency is the 
worst trait to have, are 
you crazy? 

Love Is A Game The dream that I 
sell? 

The dream that I sell? 

Why should 
anything about it be 
fair? 

Why should anything 
about it be fair? 

Cry Your Heart Out 

 

When will I begin to 
feel like me again? 

When will I begin to 
feel like me again? 

 Can I Get It Can I get it? Can I get it? 

So, I can get it right 
now? 

So, I can get it right 
now? 

When you will run 
with me? 

When you will run with 
me? 

3. Parallelism is style of language that repeats a word to 
emphasized the meaning of the word in several different 
definitions. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

Song Title Song Lyrics Parallelism 

My Little Love I feel very paranoid, I 
feel very stressed 

 

I feel very paranoid, I 
feel very stressed 

I Drink Wine 

 

 

 

We are in love with 
the word but the 
world just wants to 
bring us down 

 

We are in love with the 
word but the world 
just wants to bring us 
down 

Sometimes the road 
less traveled is the 
road best left behind  

Sometimes the road 
less traveled is the 
road best left behind 
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Tabel 3. Imaging  
1. Sight 

Song Title Song Lyrics Sight 

My little love I see your eyes widen 
like an ocean 

When you look at me 
so full emotions 

See, look at me 

I drink wine Why am I seeking 
approval from 
people I don’t even 
know? 

Seeking 

Woman like me How can you not see 
just how good for 
you I am? 

See 

I begged you to let 
me in because I only 
want to be the cure 

let me in 

I saw what my heart 
can really do 

Saw 

Can I get it Let me, let me just 
come and get it 

Come 

 
2. Hearing 

Song Title Song Lyrics Hearing 

My little love  Tell me you love me Tell me 

 Tel me do you feel 
the way my past 
aches? 

Tell me 

Love is a game My heart speaks in 
puzzle and codes 

Speak 

 
3. Touch 

Song Title Song Lyrics Touch 

My little love I don’t recognize 
myself in the 
coldness of the day 
light  

In the coldness of 
the day light 

Cry your heart out My skin’s paper thin, 
I can’t stop wavering 

Skin’s paper thin 
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4. Movement 

Song Title Song Lyrics Movement 

My little love I’m so far gone and 
you’re the only one 
who can save me 

I’m so far gone 

I drink wine To keep climbing Climbing 

Love is a game But I’m no good at 
doing well 

 

 

Doing 

 

Cry your heart out When I walk in a 
room, I’m invisible, I 
feel like a ghost 

I walk in a room 

Can I get it Throw me to the 
water 

Throw me 

 
B. Inner structure  

a) Themes 
Based on finding researcher have found the theme of Adele’s song, especially 

the 30th album, namely the struggle of love from a mother for the sake of her child 
and husband to stay in a romantic relationship but in reality it doesn’t meet 
expectations. This all evident from the true story of Adele’s life which is evident in 
several publications on social media, one of them is from (Apsara 2021), struggling 
with problems in her life, separated from Simon Konecky (her husband) until she 
lost her father to cancer. In that moment she confused, learned to let go. 

b) Tones  
Based on the findings obtained from the researcher, it can be concluded that 

Adele’s tone is neither too high or too low, where adeles tone be categorized as 
mezzo soprano: the tone is classified as not too high and not too low. Chord from 
Adele is A3- A5 (Putri 2022). 

c) Feelings 

Song Title Song Lyrics Feelings 

My little love I feel like I don’t 
really know what I’m 
doing 

Anxious 

Can I get it Because my heart 
can pound like 
thunder 

My heart can pound 
like a thunder 
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I drink wine Oh, I just want to 
love you, love you for 
free 

Love 

Easy on me I had no time to 
choose what I 
choose to do 

Anxious 

Woman like me You are not never 
had, are not never 
had woman like me 

It is so sad a man like 
you could be lazy 

Hate 

Love is a game It is so sad how 
incapable of learning 
to grow I am 

My heart speaks in 
puzzles and codes 

I have been trying my 
whole life to solve 

God only knows have 
cried 

Sadness 

Cry your heart out Cry your heart it will 
clean your face 

Sadness 

Can get it Because my heart 
can pound like a 
thunder 

And your love, and 
your love can set me 
free 

Love 

 
d) Mandate 

Song Title Mandate 

My Little Love Adele loves Angelo (her son) more than 
anyone in this world. She almost survived for 
her sake and will continue to learn to be 
better for her only child 

I Drink Wine  Adele’s drink wine helped relieve her 
emotions 

Easy On Me A message to the child who was also hit by 
the separation between Adele and her 
husband 

Woman Like Me  There will be no second regret 
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Love Is a Game She will build relationships again but in a 
different way than before. She will be more 
mature in a new relationship  

Cry Your Heart Out Excessive anxiety will bring oneself to 
downturn 

Can I Get It  Feeing ready to date again 

C. Meaning Lyrics Song  

Song Title Song lyrics Meaning of the Lyric Song 

My little love I feel like you don’t love 
me 

Why do you feel like 
that? 

My little love 

I see your eyes widen 
like an ocean 

Mamas got a lot to learn 

Adele expression of the 
sadness and she 
experience her heartbreak 
by Adele’s divorce. And 
expression of concern for 
the life of her son. 

I drink wine We are in love with the 
word but the word just 
wants bring us down 

When I was a child, 
every single thing could 
blow my mind 

Tells about Adele’s 
disappointment how her 
adult life is not exactly like 
what she had imagined 
when she was little or 
child. 

Easy on me You can’t deny how 
hard I have tried 

I change who I was to 
put you both first  

But now I give up 

Tells about the relationship 
between him and her lover 
who remains true their 
principles and shows how 
Adele tried everything to 
maintain their relationship, 
to the point where in the 
end she had to give up the 
relationship or love 
struggle that are not 
appreciated by their 
partners.  

Woman like 
me 

 Complacency is the 
worst trait to have been 
you crazy? 

You are not never had, 
never had woman like 
me 

With a high selfish nature 
like that will make me not 
survive and you will realize 
that you will regret not 
having woman like me 
anymore 
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Love is a game Love is a game, for fools 
to play 

The love she will live this 
time is not a game. 

Cry your heart 
out 

I’m hanging by thread Great anxiety about the 
problems faced and 
confused to find a way out 
that must be done 

Can I get it My heart speaks in 
puzzle and codes 

Tells the story of a person 
who has desire to related 
for real.  

 
Discussion 

A. Structure 
a. Physical Structure  

In terms of physical structure have divided in three points, namely: diction, 
figurative language, imaging. 

a) Diction 
Diction is the essence of writing song lyrics and the determining factor the 

ability of the poet’s creativity in making song lyrics (Sayuti 2010:143-144). The 
arrangement of words is very important in order to grow poetic atmosphere that 
will read the reader or listener on understanding and full enjoyment. Diction based 
on its meaning is still divided into 2 types, including denotative meaning and 
connotative meaning. According to Cheer (2009: 65), differences in diction based 
on denotative and connotative meanings correspond to the presence or absence of 
sense of value in a word. Denotative meaning is diction with the actual meaning of a 
word or sentence. In other words, the denotative meaning is an objective meaning 
without carrying a certain or pure feeling. While the connotative meaning is diction, 
words or sentence that do not actually mean. Connotative meaning can also be 
interpreted as a figurative meaning related to the value of feel. As explained by the 
Cheer that what is the benchmark for diction is connotative and denotative, in 
Adele’s song especially in 30th album, all the songs have these two important parts. 

b) Figurative Language 
As said by Sudirman in Hasan Uddin (2002: 98), explains that language 

(figurative) is a language that uses words that are structured and meaning 
deliberately deviated from the usual arrangement and meaning, with the aim of get 
freshness and power of expression. 

Figurative language is divided into four types, each of which has its own 
function. There are four kinds of figurative language, namely: comparative 
figurative language, contradictory figurative language, satirical figurative language 
and assertive figurative language. (Andre. K. 2020). As said by Andre K. this is true 
because where from Adele’s songs all of these songs have the 4 components of the 
figurative language, but not all songs have all the parts of these components. 

c) Imaging 
As said by Jaborim (2003: 36), that the image is wishful images, thought images, 

mental impressions or visual images and the language the describes it. In his book 



 

179 | J E L T E C ,  V o l u m e 2 ,  N o  2  
 

stylistic (2012: 20-25). Sutejo states that dividing the image into five parts: sight, 
hearing, olfactory, touch, and movement. 

On the sevens songs, especially Adele’s 30th album, only 4 important parts of 
imaging, 5 parts should be, but in Adele’s songs, especially the olfactory part, is not 
found in Adele’s songs. 

b. Inner Structure 
a) Themes 

Theme is the main idea expressed by the poet through the song (Finoza 2008: 
215). On the seven songs by Adele, especially on her 30th album, all of them have the 
theme of the struggle to maintain a love affair that is currently aground. All the 
themes raised are based on what Adele herself is feeling or is currently 
experiencing. 

b) Tones 
The tone in the song lyrics can be expressed the poet’s attitude towards the 

reader or listener. (Djojosuroto (2005: 26). The tones contained in Adele’s songs, 
especially Adele’s 30th album, are all classified as medium tones, all of which 
correspond to the types of sound that Adele herself has and the chord voice from 
Adele’s A3 - A5. Basically, to create a song the first thing you have to do is adjust the 
type of sound that is there, so that the tones created are harmonious. Adele herself 
has a mezzo soprano (Andre K. 2021) voice type (a tone that is in the medium tone), 
automatically all the tones in Adele’s song are classified as medium tones. 

c) Feeling 
Djojosuroto (2006: 26), explain the poetry (song lyrics) expresses poet’s 

feelings. Song lyrics can express feelings of joy, sadness, touched, afraid, anxious, 
longing, curious, hate, love, revenge, and so on. 

Based on the research studied, the researcher found, in particular, the “feel” of 
Adele’s 30th album namely sadness, anxious, and love. It was all proven through 
Djojosuroto but not all of it was in addles song. 

d) Mandate 
The mandate is a thing that encourage poets to create their own poetry. 

(Suryono. 2015). In fact, of all songs on the 30th album focuses more on mandates 
for three individuals, namely: Adele: does not want to repeat the same relationship, 
her son: must be patient in accepting the wounds has suffered and her husband:  
able to love a woman sincerely. 

B. Meaning of the Lyrics Songs 
The meaning or message of the lyrics in a song is to tell the listener good or bad 

things about an event in everyday life. The meaning of the song is an expression or 
meaning of a song. 

To find the meaning of the message in the song lyrics, the semiotic method is 
used which incidentally is a field of science that studies the sign system (Van Zoest 
(in Sobur, 2001:96). 

On the seven songs based on the lyrics of the songs contained in Adele’s songs 
can be presented are concluded based on her life background and also defined 
studied that the sevens songs contained in Adele’s 30th album have the meaning of 
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a mother struggles for love so great for her children and husband but not according 
to reality.  
 
CONCLUSION 

Based on the result of the research and discussion of the data from the 
research, it can be concluded that in Adele’s song especially in 30th album, there are 
two big points in it. These points are: structure and meaning. In terms of structure, 
especially the physical structure and inner structure of Adele’s song there are so 
many of them. 

The physical structure of Adele’s songs contains a lot of diction, figurative 
language, and imagery, basically that of the seventh mostly used three important 
parts of the physical structure. In terms of the inner structure of Adele’s songs there 
are important elements in them namely: themes, tones, feeling and mandate that 
are so diverse and aesthetically pleasing. Basically, of all that song that exist, not all 
song contains important points in the inner structure but only a few songs. In terms 
of the meaning of Adele’s song, they contain quite a lot of deep meanings and are 
quite difficult to define. Over all, Adele’s songs contain quite a lot of structure and 
meaning and are good for research. So, it’s good if we want to know more deeply 
about Adele’s songs. 
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